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The slogan of the next General Assembly should be—Let 
Us Unite Our Forces and Go Forward With Christ. 


This Journal sincerely hopes that all factions in the Church 
will realize that our greatest need is to rally all groups in our 
Church for one common purpose -—— to make Christ known at 


home and abroad. 


Such a program can prove the greatly needed unifying 


force to make us one in our service to our Saviour and Lord. 
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Lafayette 15 8 
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For Against 


Presbytery Union Union 
Oklahoma 
Durant. 12 
Indian 8 Y 
Mangum 15 5 
South Carolina 
Bethel 15 65 
Charleston 8 34 
Congaree 5 43 
Enoree 20 60 
Harmony 3 5] 
Pee Dee 10 51 
Piedmont 7 42 
South Carolina : 10 46 
Tennessee | 
Columbia 10 23 
Memphis 42 65 
Nashville 40 15 
Texas 
Brazos 103 21 
Central Texas 43 21 
Dallas 65 18 
Paso 55 0 
Mid Texas 58 12 
Paris 33 
‘Texas-Mexican 19 8 
Western Texas 98 19 
Virginia 
East Hanover 74 49 
Lexington 57 37 
Montgomery 59 
Norfolk 57 37 
Potomac 56 g 
Roanoke 26 40 
West Hanover th 18 35 
Winchester 38 35 
West Virginia 
Bluestone 22 17 
Greenbrier $3 14 
Kanawha 43 36 
TOTAL VOTES 2554 2870 


Recommend The Journal To Friends © 


An Analysis 
of the 


Vote on Union 


Now that all of the Presbyteries have voted 
on the proposed Plan of Union with the North- 
ern and United Presbyterian Churches, each 
member of our Church should carefully and 
seriously consider what this vote of the pres- 
byteries reveals about the entire Union move- 
ment in our Church, past, present, and future. 
The vote, along with other available informa- 
tion and facts, clarifies many things which have 
been a matter of speculation in the past and 
upon which the two groups, for and against 
Union, have made conflicting statements and 


claims. 


An evaluation of the entire matter at this 
time is absolutely necessary because the indi- 
vidual members of our Church, and the Church 
as a whole, have a definite decision to make, 


-mamely: are we going to accept the vote of 


the Presbyteries as an expression of the Will 
of God, as well as the will of the Church, on 
this matter, or are we going to allow this issue 
to continue to take the time, energies, and gifts 
of the members away from the main work and 
programs of the Church, as well as to divide 
and cause strife and bitterness in the future, 


as it has done in the past? 


OUR HOUR OF DECISION IS AT HAND. 
For that reason we would like to present a 
number of things for your consideration. This 
will, of necessity, have to be an honest and 
frank analysis of the entire issue if a clear pic- 
ture is to be given which will enable the mem- 
bers of our Church to better understand the 
Union issue and help all of us make some 
necessary decisions which will be for the best 
interest of the Church as a whole and pleasing 
to the Lord, 


First, let us look at the actual vote. 42 Pres- 
byteries voted for Union and 43 Presbyteries 
voted against Union, with one tie vote. The 
total individual votes showed 316 more elders 
and ministers voting against than for Union. 
There are 30,295 more members in the pres- 
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byteries that voted against Union than in the 
Presbyteries which voted for Union. THE 
ACTUAL VOTE SHOWS THAT THE 
MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ARE OPPOSED TO UNION. 


Second, how do the public statements and 
claims of the two groups in the past stand up 
when measured by the actual vote and other 
available facts? 


The pro-union leaders have maintained that 
they represented the views and convictions of 
a large majority of the membership of the 
Church and that those opposed to Union were 
a small minority who were much more active 
and vocal than their size would justify. The 
vote shows that those favoring Union are the 
minority group in our Church, and that they 
were much more vocal and active than their 
actual numbers should have justified. 


The pro-Union group has maintained that 
because the members of the Committee on 
Cooperation and Union were elected by the 
various Synods that these individual represen- 
tatives expressed the actual views on Union 
of the Synods of which they were members. 


The vote shows that many of these members 
on the committee did not express the true 
views and convictions of their Synods. There 
were 7 Synods which either voted all, or a 
majority of their presbyteries, against Union 
but at the present time only 2 members of the 
Committee on Cooperation and Union are 
classified as being opposed to Union. 


For years the pro-union group has succeeded 
in getting numerous recommendations present- 
ed by the Committee on Cooperation and Un- 
ion approved by the various General Assem- 
blies. They claimed that because the General 
Assemblies approved these recommendations 
this indicated that the Church as a whole was 


for Union. The vote shows that these assem- 


blies did not represent the actual views of the 
Church and substantiates the contention of 
those opposed to Union that the pro-Union 
group was in control of the General Assemblies 
and were adopting many things that did not 
have the approval, or support, of the member- 
ship of the Church. 


Those opposed to Union have always main- 
tained that there has never been in the past, 
nor is there at the present time, a spontaneous 
desire for Union among the members at the 
grass roots of the Church. THE VOTE SUB- 
STANTIATES THIS CLAIM BEYOND ANY 
DOUBT. 


_In five Presbyteries that voted openly NOT 
A SINGLE ELDER VOTED FOR UNION. 
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LISTEN TO THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES 


Sunday, May 15 
Topic: 
“Let God Help You 
Conquer Fear’’ 
Speaker: 

‘Dr. John A. Redhead 
Consult Local Station 
For Time 
Write For Copies Of 

Messages 


Division Of Radio & Television—Atlanta, Ga. 


In two of the last Presbyteries that voted against 
Union, Fayetteville 88-49 and St. Johns 30-18, 
only three elders in each Presbytery voted for 
Union, thus making a total of six elder votes 
in the 67 votes for Union in the two Presby- 
teries. The vote of the Presbyteries clearly re- 
vealed the fact that the pro-Union group con- 
sists mainly of ministers and that very few 
of the lay members are in favor of Union. 


Those opposed to Union have maintained 
that the entire pro-Union movement in our 
Church has been promoted by a small but very 
influential group of men, using the Committee 
on Cooperation and Union to spearhead the 
whole movement, working at the General As- 
sembly level and using the machinery, programs, 
and gifts of the entire Church to promote their 
program. THE ACTUAL VOTE AND OTHER 
FACTS SUBSTANTIATE THIS CONTEN- 
TION. 


In the past those favoring Union, maintain- 
ing that they were the majority group in the 
Church, have, on many occasions, pointed out 
that if the Church voted for Union those who 
were opposed “would not be true and _ loyal 
Presbyterians, who had promised subjection to 
their brethren in the Lord, if they did not ac- 
cept and go along with the majority vote of 
the Church.” 


Now that the Church HAS EXPRESSED IT- 
SELF AS BEING OPPOSED TO UNION AND 
THE PRO-UNION GROUP IS SHOWN TO 
BE IN THE MINORITY, they have a won- 
derful opportunity to prove their own loyalty 
in abiding by a majority vote of the Church. 
WHAT ARE THEIR REACTIONS? 


They have publicly proclaimed that they ex- 
pect to continue to work for Union in every 
way possible and that they expect to have an- 
other Plan of Union ready to present to the 
Church and send down for a vote within three 
to five years. They are recommending to the 
coming General Assembly that the Committee 
on Cooperation and Union, which has spear- 
headed the entire Union movement, be made 
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a permanent Committee of the General Assem- 


bly under the name of the “Inter-Church Re- 
lations Committee.” 
’ They are also recommending that the method 
of electing members to this Committee be 
changed so that there will be little possibility 
of any anti-union men getting on the Commit- 
tee in the future. They have also outlined a 
broad and extensive program of cooperation 
for the committee which is a full and complete 
program of agitation for Union on a permanent 
basis, still- using the machinery, programs, and 
gifts of the entire Church, although a majority 
of the Church have expressed opposition to 
Union. 

Nineteen Presbyteries have already overtured 
the General Assembly to dissolve the Committee 
on Cooperation and Union. 


No organic union can be a success unless it 
has the support and approval of the member- 
ship of the Church. The overwhelming majority 
of the members of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, including many who are for Union in 
principle, are sick and tired of continued agi- 
tation. They are convinced that the Church 
is entitled to have peace on this issue in order 
that all of the members of the Church may 
devote their full time, energies, and gifts to 
the main work and programs of the Church, 
and especially the Forward With Christ move- 
ment. They are not going to sit idly by and 
watch a small group continue to use the ma- 
chinery, programs, and gifts of the Church to 
promote organic Union BUT WILL PROTEST 
SUCH ACTION IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE. 


WHEN THE CHURCH HAS SO CLEAR- 
LY EXPRESSED ITSELF, IT IS THE RE- 
SPONSIBILITY OF THE MEMBERS OF 
THE COMING GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO 
DISSOLVE THE COMMITTEE ON CO- 
OPERATION AND UNION AND STOP ALL 
FURTHER ACTION AND AGITATION 
FOR UNION. THIS IS INORDER AND FOR 
THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CHURCH 
AS A WHOLE. THE HOUR OF DECISION 
IS INDEED AT HAND. ARE WE GOING 
TQ HAVE PEACE IN OUR CHURCH ON 
THE ISSUE, OR WILL THERE BE MORE 
DIVISION, BITTERNESS, AND STRIFE AS 
IN THE PAST? YOU, AS AN INDIVIDUAL 


MEMBER, CAN HELP THE CHURCH AS A. 


WHOLE TO MAKE ITS DECISION. 


| PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
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NEEDED 
Simplified Program 
One thing which can come out of our recent 
unhappy controversy over church union is a 
new conception of the missicn of the Church 


and what we should do to develop a program 
which will make that mission effective. 


In 1949 our General Assembly and its Boards 
and Agencies underwent a radical reorganiza- 
tion. This was done in the name of “efficiency” 
and “economy.” That the reorganization was 
along lines which could have more easily facili- 
tated the anticipated union with other churches 
was noted then and has been obvious since but 
this need not be commented upon. 


The simple fact is that this reorganization 
has not increased the efficiency of our church, 
nor has it proven an economical move. Dr. H. 
A. Kelsey, in the United Presbyterian of April 
25th, writing on his observations of our church 
and her work, says: “It seems to me that the 
boards and agencies of the church, along with 
its general offices, are overstaffed. ..., there 
is a tendency to such a situation in churches as 
there is in political government.” 


We do not concur in all of Dr. Kelsey’s other 
observaticns but we do know that many in our 
church are concerned over the multiplicity of 
departments in some of our work and the at- 
tending cest, not only in money but also in 
personnel which might be otherwise engaged in 
pastoral and other work. | 


In our plea for a simplified program we are 
not speaking against any particular board or 
agency. But, we do believe that the situation 
could and should be studied by a competent 
and sufficiently large Ad-Interim Committee to 
see if ways and means cannot be devised to 
simplify our church machinery and at the same 
time direct the programs of our church to a few 
central imperatives. 


It is our conviction that where the church 
membership is Scripturally instructed, trained 
in the great doctrines of the Church, and pre- 
sented with the responsibility of making Christ 
known at home and abroad there is every reason 
to expect their whole-hearted response and 


support. 


The primary aim of the Church should be to 
win men to a saving knowledge of Christ and 
then to nurture them in their growth in things 
of the Spirit and in their daily living for Him. 


_ To this end evangelism is the never-ending task 


of the Church and along with evangelism the 
development of Christians who pray, truly study 
their Bibles, witness for their Savior and who 
daily live lives consistent with their Christian 


profession. 


PAGE 5 


¢ 
St 
yr 
4 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
i 


We must stop taking too much for granted. 
The admitted insecurity and _ world-centered 
lives of so many Church members stems from 
the fact that they have never had a personal 
experience with the living Christ. This situa- 
tion demands prayerful thought. 


We are not asking for wide-spread changes 
in organization; such changes may not be need- 
ed. But, we are asking for a simplification of 
the program of the church as a whole, making 
it, im every area, Christ-centered and _ Bible- 


centered. The net result would be a Church 


which need not be ashamed because it will be 
a Church which God will mightily use. 
—L. N. B. 


FREE GRACE and 
HUMAN RESPONSIBILTY 


At the opening of Columbia Theological 
Seminary almost three decades ago, Dr. Henry 
Alexander White drew two parallel lines on 
the board from the top to the bottom. One, he 
said, stood for the sovereignty of God’s grace; 
the other for the responsibility of man. The 
Bible teaches them both and life teaches both; 
therefore, we accept both, even though we may 
not be able to see exactly how they rationally 
fit together. Since that time the Word and 
Life have confirmed Dr. White’s wise remarks. 
In John six, our Lord says that no man can 
come unto Me except the Father draw him; 
and also that him that comes unto Me I will 
in no wise cast out. In Matthew 11.25-30 Jesus 
affirms that the Father reveals the things of 
Christ to babes and hides them from the wise 
because so it seems good in His sight; and im- 
mediately turns from this strong statement of 
Divine sovereignty into. the most free and 
gracious invitation ever uttered: 


Come unto Me—all ye that labour. 


In Acts two Peter ascribes the crucifixion of 
Christ to the wicked hands of wicked men; in 
the fourth of Acts the same Peter traces the 
same crucifixion to the Holy Hand and Counsel 
of God. 


The fitting together of these two “hands” 
into the same event of faith has been the sub- 
ject of consideration in sundry other Christian 
groups. Some words by Professor O. W. Heick 
offered to reconcile conflicting Lutheran views 
are worthy of our careful consideration, thus: 


“Man is, theologically speaking, purely passive 
in the act of faith. God saves man not because 
of what man is or does but because it is His 
nature to love man. But the action of God is 
accomplished by claiming the natural faculties 
of man. From the psychological point of view 
man corresponds in concentrated activity. 
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"Though the 


New Testament stresses the 
monergism of grace in unequivocal terms, it yet 
charges man to repent, to believe, to put on 
the wedding garment, to fight the good fight of 
faith, etc. In the entire work of salvation man 
must be denied all credit; but he dare never 


be relieved of his full responsibility.” 


In the Reformed tradition we have found 
that the miracles of the Gospel afford at least 
suggestive analogies of the working of God and 
man in regeneration. Our Lord Jesus called 
Lazarus who had been dead four days and 
Lazarus did what no dead man can do: He 
came forth alive. Again, our Lord told the man 


with the withered hand to do that which he | 


until that moment could not do, namely, stretch 
forth his hand. And since no Word of the Lord 
is without power, the man did what formerly 
he could not do. Even so the true Minister 
of the Word is an ambassador of God Almighty 
Who gives life to the dead and calls things 


that are not and being called they come to be | 


(Rom. 4.17). Saving faith is both the gift of 
God and the act of man. It is a saving grace 
whereby we receive and rest upon Jesus Christ 


alone as He is freely offered to us in the Gospel. 
—W. C. R. 


Can We Do Less? 


“But this I confess unto thee, that after the way 
which they call heresy, so worship I the God of 
my fathers, believing all things which are written 
in the law and the prophets.” 


The Old and the New Testament are replete 
with stories of men whose power obviously 
stemmed from their unquestioning faith in the 
Scriptures, both as to reliability and also to 
authority. It is significant that not one man 
used of God is found to have questioned God’s 
revelation. Thomas doubted the fact of the res- 
urrection and that doubt had to be removed. 


Each generation is inclined to revel in its 
current scientific discoveries. Certainly our own 
has witnessed the opening up of new vistas of 
knowledge and technological advance never 
paralleled before. 


Be that as it may, the scientific books of 
today will be looked upon more as curiosities 
than as relevant treatises a generation hence. 
But, despite its critics, the Word of God abideth 
forever. 


Discrediting revelation and magnifying the 
“newest scientific discoveries and critical schol- 
arship” is largely accepted by Protestant leader- 
ship today. Is it true that modern scholars 
have a deeper and clearer insight into the Scrip- 
tures today? Do they have available evidences 
which were unknown to Paul? Are they more 
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wise than our Lord when, on the road to 
Emmaus: “beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all 
the scriptures the things concerning himself”. 
Or again when He spoke to his disciples after 
his resurrection: “These are the words which 
I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled which were writ- 
ten in the law of Moses,'and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their understanding, that they might 
understand the scriptures, And said unto them, 
Thus it ts written, and thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third 
day ... And ye are witnesses of these things.” 


One is convinced that scholarship is very im- 
portant, but it must be a scholarship which is 
reverent and which is willing to proceed on 
the unalterable basis that revelation takes 
precedence over human reason,—that reveren- 
tial trust in God is the beginning otf wisdom, 
not its philosophical conclusion. 


As a layman our appeal is that no man shall 
take away the Scriptures from the man in the 
street. It is an appeal that no man shall be 
permitted to interpose human _ interpretation 
for the voice of the Spirit of God, speaking 
through His Word. It is an appeal to the evi- 
dences we all may participate in—that when 
we in humility and faith come to the Word of 
God we find that God speaks to us, and, as our 
knowledge of the Scriptures increase our ques- 
tions and doubts recede and vanish. 


Furthermore, while man-devised programs 
and movements may flourish for a time it is 
those men, programs and movements which are 
centered in the Scriptures and look to the Book 
for inspiration and authority, which have on 
them the seal of God’s power and blessing. 


Paul believed ‘all things which are written 
in the law and the prophets’. Can we do less? 
—L. N. B. 


The Quemoy-Matsu Lobby 


CHURCH GROUP 
BACKS STAND 
ON TALKS 


NEW YORK, April 28th (AP) —The General 
Board of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. has “heartily” endorsed the 
administration’s “declaration of willingness to 
negotiate directly with Communist China _ for 
a cease-fire in the Formosa Strait.” 


The council is made up of 30 Protestant and 
Orthodox communions with 35,400,000 members. 

In a message yesterday to President Eisen- 
lower, the council’s General Board adds 
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“We believe direct negotiations of the kind 
approved by you and Secretary of State Dulles 
can and will be carried forward with honor to 
our country and without sacrifice of those prin- 
ciples which we deem to be essential to the es- 
tablishment of a just and enduring peace.” 


For some weeks we have, each week called 
the attention of our readers to the persistent 
and carefully spaced messages being sent by 
certain Church leaders to President Eisenhower. 


All are of the same tenor: Relinquish the 
two islands of Quemoy and Matsu to Commu- 
nist China, (Nothing is said about Hongkong) ; 
Negotiate with the Communists; Confer with 
these enemies of God and His Church; This will 
in no sense be a sacrifice of principle. 


Again we say, it is the inalienable right of 
every American to express his or her opinions 
to our duly elected representatives. But, for 
the leaders of a great organization such as the 
National Council of Churches to use their 
position to relentlessly lobby for one particular 
viewpoint is both unauthorized and wrong. It 
would be just as wrong tor them to advocate 
an open attack on Communist China. The point 
is that Church leaders are arrogating to them- 
selves powers they do not possess. By such ac- 
tions the leaders of the National Council fully 
justify the criticism that they seek to use that 
organization as a super-Church and the influ- 
ence and prestige of that super-Church for a 
particular line of political action which many 
other Christians abhor. 


Next step: - Recognition of Communist China. 


And Then: - Admission of Red China into 
the United Nations. 


And Then: - Further surrender of American 
sovereignty to the United Nations. All in the 
name of “world peace.” 


“For when they shall say, Peace and safety; 


then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 


travail upon a woman with child; and they shall 
not escape.” —L. N. B. 


Glasgow Reactions 


It can be said with the utmost conviction that 
where hitherto there was a measure of doubt 
about the impact of such an immense mission 
there is now nothing but the most unqualified 
admission of the incisive forcefulness of Billy 
Graham’s message, which has resulted in a re- 
awakening of the Scottish people to their moral 
and spiritual obligations. 


Scotland’s great newspaper, the Glasgow 
Herald, records in its assessment of the campaign 
to date: 


“Whatever else Dr. Graham may or may not 
have accomplished, he has made religion a 


PAGE 7 


he 
yet 
on 
of 
an 4 
cr i 
id 3 
St 
1d 
d 
in 
ei | 
h | 
d 
ly 
r 
y 
xs 
e 
f 
e 
y 
n 
e 
Oo 
7 
f 


talking point in Scotland as it has not been in 
the lifetime of most of us. In trams and trains 
and buses, in coffee rooms and clubs, in factories 
and shops and shipyards, in private homes and 
public houses, Billy Graham’s name is discussed, 
and with it the message he proclaims nightly 
in the Kelvin Hall . . . And this is all to the 
good. We Scots are apt to be tongue-tied about 
religious questions, and it takes something quite 
extraordinary to shake us out of our speech- 
lessness . . . But, whatever are our reasons 
for holding back, Dr. Graham has jolted us 
out of customary bashfulness. Men and women 
who might fairly be called conventional Chris- 
tians have been compelled to think, really to 
think, about the Christian Faith in its personal 
and social implications, and have been talking 
about these things as they have not done for a 
generation.” 


The British Weekly: ‘All the elements of re- 
vival are here in Glasgow. There is_ believing 
prayer; there is the clear unequivocal preaching 
of sin and righteousness, of mercy and grace. 
And Ged is hallowing these things beyond the 
expectations of our own feeble faith ... The 
Holy Spirit is doing His Own work in the hearts 
of men and women who are, in Dr. Graham’s 
quaint and graphic phrase, being bombarded 
with prayer.” 


The Christian: “Unquestionably the Spirit 
of God is working in Scotland in unprecedented 
ways. It is not cnly in the Kelvin Hall that 
His power is being demonstrated, for the whole 
nation is beginning to feel the impact of mo- 
mentous spiritual events... 
ity and prayerfulness—this is a trinity of power 
indeed. Under-girded as it is by efficient or- 
ganization, the All-Scotland Crusade may well 
prove to be the greatest evangelistic mission 
ever known in Britain.” 


The Christian Herald: “It would be impos- 
sible for anyone to listen to Dr. Graham, during 
his great Crusade in Glasgow, without realiz- 
ing that the living Christ is the centre of his 
message and the inspiration of his appeal.” 


The Rev. Dr. Neville Davidson, Minister of 
Glasgow Cathedral, and a Chaplain to the 
Queen, writing in Life of Faith: ‘““The immense 
appeal and undoubted spiritual success of Dr. 
Graham's campaign . . . have compelled us to 
revise our thinking on evangelistic methods. 
_Many among the clergy in Scotland had become 
convinced that the mass meeting and the single 
preaching voice were no longer, in this mid- 
twentieth century, an effective method of reach- 
ing those on the fringe of, or outside, the 
Churches . . . But we are being reminded once 
again that “the Holy Spirit bloweth where it 
listeth,” that God works in many different ways, 
and that we are called to keep a mind and 
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heart always alert to hear His Word and recog- 
nize His doings wherever they may be mani- 
fested.” 


It is indeed evident that Billy has won Scot- 
land not merely by the impact of his person- 
ality, his sincerity and his insistence on The 
Bible Says . . . but because he has shown that 
an undiluted Gospel message, charged with 
what the English poet Gerald Manley Hopkins 
calls “the grandeur of God” is still the only 
way to the hearts of men and women. 


Scotland is certainly ablaze with the glory 
of God, and millions are grateful for the advent 
of Billy Graham who has, through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, transformed a listless people 
into a positive, constructive force for CHRIST- 
LIKE living. 


The Scotland Crusade 
By George Burnham 


Glasgow, Scotland — Young Howard Butt, 
a Texas groceryman often described by Evange- 
list Billy Graham as the world’s best preacher, 
addressed the coldest congregation in _ history 
a few nights ago at Falkirk, Scotland. Five 
thousand people sat on an ice rink. 


The hardy Scots sat on wooden boards with 
their feet resting on the ice and listened to 
the dynamic Corpus Christi layman for about 
an hour. He painted a picture of sin and its 
consequences and described how thousands of 
confused lives had been changed _ through 
“childlike faith in Jesus Christ.” ) 


He told how his own life had been changed 
when he was a college student. In giving the 
invitation, Howard told the people it would 
be hard for them to walk forward, not only 
because of the slippery ice, but because they 
were members of a small community where 
everybody knew everybody. 


“It takes a man to humble himself before 
home folks and commit his life to Christ,’’ he 
said. One of the first to move down the aisle 
and make a decision was a doctor who com- 
mented later: “I attended a service at Kelvin 
Hall but didn’t go forward because I wanted 
to walk down with my neighbors and take a 
stand for Jesus Christ. I want everybody to 
know it.” 


Approximately 100 others evidently felt the 
same way. “This was the most glorious experi- 
ence I have had in Scotland,” said Howard who 
has been an almost every day speaker to civic 
clubs, factories, schools and churches. He will 
return to America shortly after the All-Scotland 
Crusade ends on April 30 to be on hand for 
an expected new arrival in the family and to 
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make plans for several evangelistic campaigns 
of his own. 


‘“God’s Groceryman,” as he is called, spends 
about half his time running supermarkets and 
the other half preaching all over the nation. 


He never accepts fees and pays his own expenses. 
* * * 


Crusade Items: 

Four hundred lepers from Africa have written 
that they are praying daily for the Scotland 
Crusade . . . Since London is without news- 
papers because of a strike, Billy announced 
on the Benninghoff relay network that “your 
general election is May 26 and Sir Anthony 
Eden is now your prime minister.” . . . A two- 
way switch will be put on the network one 


night when a choir from Cardiff, Wales, will 


sing for the folks in Kelvin . . . Billy interrupted 
a round of golf at noon to visit a nearby home 
where a little boy was reported dying of polio 
... A special trainload of people from northern 
Scotland left at 4 a.m. and rode all day to 
attend services at Kelvin Hall. They left im- 
mediately after the service and arrived home at 
6 a.m. to begin the day’s work . . . When Billy 
spoke at a Clydebank shipyard, a woman held 
her telephone receiver out the window the en- 
tire time so that a friend could hear the mes- 
sage. 
* * * 

Several reporters from Glasgow papers were 
sitting in the press room at Kelvin Hall. The 
talk swung to religion and the Billy Graham 
meetings. Most of the reporters were a little 
cynical about the meetings and one said, ‘““They 
don’t make sense.” 


Another writer for a Scottish paper, who had 
never made any pretense of being religious, 
countered: “The things that Billy has been 
preaching seem logical to me. He tells us that 
we’re all sinners, that sin has to be paid for 
and he keeps saying Christ died for me.” He 
stopped suddenly and repeated the phrase .. . 
“Christ died for me.” _ 


The words of his mouth had penetrated to 
his heart! | 


“In that moment,” the reporter said, “I saw 
clearly what Christ had done and I trusted Him 
with my life.” | 

* * * 

Veterans of several British wars dating back 
to the Boer conflict, lay in their beds at Erskine 
Hospital and listened as Associate Evangelist 
Grady Wilson brought them greetings and 
words of comfort. 


One man had been blown from the deck of 
a ship in 1917, and since that day he had lain 
in bed, paralyzed from the neck down. Many 
others were afflicted almost as badly... 
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As we started out of the hospital ward, the 
administrator said: 


‘“You’d never guess their favorite song.” 
“What is it?” 


“Count Your Blessings.” 


ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament 


for Fishers of Men) 
Lesson No. 106 


Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which 
ye have now caught. (John 21:10) 


Most fishermen would be unhappy if they 
could not bring home their catch, even if they 
have to clean the fish. Nothing much more 
palatable than fresh fish properly cooked and 
seasoned. And it affords real pleasure to have 
enough to divide with the neighbors. It would 
be unfortunate to lose the fish on the way 
home; but that very thing can happen. While 
I was living at Fontana, a gentleman and his 
wife, having heard of good fishing in that big 
lake, came all the way from their Long Island 
home for a week of fishing. I was attracted 
to them when they came to church service Sun- 
day morning, instead of going out on the lake 
as many do on Sunday. They reported they had 
fished all day Friday and Saturday with no 
results, but would start in again on Monday, 
hoping for “better luck.” Tuesday evening I 
learned that their “bad luck” had continued. 
Four days fishing and not a strike; and they 
were planning to cut short their visit and start 
home Wednesday morning. Tuesday night I 
called on them at their cottage, mainly out of 
sympathy, for I knew just how disappointed they 
were. They had the most elaborate equipment 
I ever saw for two fishers—expensive, right 
up-to-date everything, including spinning reels, 
at that time an innovation and quite costly. 
They said they had heard that I knew the lake 
very well and had been successful in finding 
the fish, and if I would go out with them the 
next morning they would postpone their de- 
parture another half day. Though I felt keenly 
for them, I hesitated, because nobody had been 
catching any fish the past week; but I agreed 
to go out with them next morning. About 
8 a.m. we left the dock, I handling the motor, 
curled around into “B Cove” and in about 30 
minutes the lady snagged a three-pound small- 
mouth bass and pulled it into the boat. She 
was ecstatic. We moved along slowly, casting 
to the bank, and twenty minutes later her 
husband brought in a 31% lb. largemouth bass 
and he was elated. That was all, but it satisfied 
them and we went back to the dock so they 
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could start on their long trek back home. The 
lady was so grateful and so beside herself that 
she promptly presented me with her spinning 
reel outfit, an imported affair valued at about 
$65.00. On the way into the dock they were 
planning to pack their catch in dry ice and 
take home with them and had much talk about 
how they would prepare the fish for eating. 
Approaching the dock we were challenged by 
some fishermen with the usual question, “What 
luck?” The lady, happy to show the fish, pulled 
them out of the “boat well’ by the string and 
proudly gave them a swing in the air. It was 
fatal. The string broke and the two beautiful 
bass plunged happily back into their native 
waters. I'll never forget the look of chagrin 
on that lady’s face, and her husband’s con- 
sternation. It was tragic. But they rallied some- 
what and got into their car and departed. I 
was rather glad she gave me the “Mitchell” 
spinning reel before she threw away the fish! 


All this leads up to the statement that losing 
the “catch” occurs very much oftener in soul 
winning. It is a weak point in our system. We 
fail to realize that the “native waters’’ are a 
constant urge for the “fish” to return. Fresh 
converts are without experience in Christian 
living; it is all so very new to them, the ad- 
justment is awkward. They need warm hearted 
fellowship with mature believers. They are hav- 
ing to break with inconsistent habits, sometimes 
long established, they have to break with former 
companions, and it is hard sledding until they 
learn how to get strength from God’s Word and 
through prayer. A fair illustration of this is 
graphically shown in Eugenia Price’s recent 
book, “The Burden Is Light.” If her friend 
Ellen Riley had not persistently followed her 
up during the extended period of Eugenia’s 
battle with the “old life,” while cigarettes and 
liquor and the night club atmosphere made 
their repeated assaults upon her new found 
faith, Eugenia would undoubtedly have relapsed 
into the gulf of her former careless sinful life. 
Indeed, Ellen Riley is the heroine of this thrill- 
ing story which every aspiring “‘fisher of men’”’ 
should read. 


Yes, you have to exercise care and prayer 
and persistence with patience in making secure 
your “catch.” (mpulsive people sometimes over- 
look the main issue. When Simon Peter realized 
it was his Lord there on the shore of the lake 
“he girt his fisher’s coat unto him and did cast 
himself into the sea” to reach him first, leaving 
the other disciples “dragging the net with fishes” 
and when Jesus said “Bring the fish which ye 
have now caught” he suddenly remembered the 
catch, and hurried back to the boat to help 
drag it on shore. It was fortunate that the other 
disciples had not dropped the net back into 
the sea to swim ashore with Peter, for Jesus 
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was calling for the fish. Some Sunday morning 
when you are making your way to the church, 
think of that fellow you bravely brought to 
a decision one time, and through neglect dropped 
him back into the sea. 


THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, 
through your gift to Church Extension, you can 
also receive a safe, generous and assured income 
for life — beginning now. Your gift purchases a 
regular annuity for you and, depending on your 
age, you may receive up to 7% on your investment 


semi-annually — regardless of prevailing business. 


conditions. The principal later goes to the spread- 
ing of Christianity throughout the South. People 
of all ages with large or 
small incomes may enjoy 
this plan. You’ll want 
more details. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. A-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


17-JEWEL WATCHES 


ONLY $14.95 POSTPAID. Finest Swiss 
manufacture. Gold plated. Beautiful 
radium dial. Shock and water resistant. 
Lifetime crystal. Expansion bracelet, fits 
any size wrist. $75.00 value. Sacrifice. 
Manufacturer's Christmas overstock. You 
examine these watches. Wear them at 
our risk. Satisfaction guaranteed or money 
refunded. Order by mail. Specify men’s 
or ladies’. LINCOLN SURPLUS SALES, 
1704 W. Farwell Ave., Chicago 26, Illinois. 


My Life’s Story 
By Richard Gustavus McLees, D.D. 
Order From 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Hezckiah Attempts Reconcltation 


Background Scriptures: II Chronicles 
27-30; Micah 6 and 7. 


Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 5:16-19. 


To reconcile is to cause to be friendly again; to bring back to harmony. The nation of Judah, 
under her recent kings, especially under Ahaz, had gotten away from God, were out of harmony 
with God! had become unfriendly to Him; had departed from Him. Hezekiah undertakes the work 
of reconciliation, and he goes about it in the right way, by cleansing and repairing the house of 
the Lord and restoring true worship, especially the most significant of all the feasts—the feast of 


the Passover. 


In our Devotional Reading Paul is speaking 
of “the word of reconciliation” which has been 
committed to us. We are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God were entreating you by us to 
be reconciled to Him. That reconciliation is 
made possible by the death of Christ on the 
cross: For he hath made Him to be sin for 
us Who knew no sin: that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him. The broken 
relationship between God and man can be re- 
stored now because of the atoning death of 
Christ. We can be made “new creatures’ in 
Him. 


Hezekiah recognized the fact that reconcilia- 
tion is based on sacrifice. He realized that there 
must be a taking away of sin before friendly 
relations could be restored. The prophet Micah 
showed them that they must go further than 
outward sacrifices; that the Lord required a 
changed life. Thousands of rams and rivers of 
oil; even the sacrifice of their children, could 
not please the Lord unless there was a new 
life: What doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with thy God : Justice, Kindness, Faith, 
must accompany the outward sacrifices. Paul 
and Micah speak the same language. We are new 
creatures in Christ Jesus. The sacrifices of the 
Old Testament symbolized the taking away of 
sin; the Sacrifice of Christ takes away sin. In 
both cases, however, the reconciliation is not 
complete unless there is a change in our lives. 
A “New Creation” must accompany reconcilia- 
tion. 


I wish to take up briefly the reigns of Jotham 
and Ahaz, and then spend some time on the 
good reign of Hezekiah. 


I. The Reign of Jotham: Chapter 27. 


Jotham on the whole was a good king, but 
did not try to stop some of the evil practices 
of the people; the high places were not removed. 
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He followed in the footsteps of Uzziah his father, 
but refrained from going into the Temple of 
the Lord which had caused his father’s punish- 
ment... “So Jotham became mighty, because 
he prepared (ordered) his ways before the Lord 
his God”. He reigned for sixteen years in Jeru- 
salem and was buried in the city of David. 


II. The Reign of Ahaz: Chapter 28. 


The reign of Ahaz was most wicked: he did 
not that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord . . . he walked in the ways of the kings 
of Israel, and made molten images for Baalim 
. . . burnt incense in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire, 
after the abominations of the heathen . . . He 
sacrificed also and burnt incense in the high 
places, and on the hills, and under every green 
tree.” In other words, he was a rank idolater. 


Disasters came as the result of his evil course. 
The Lord delivered him into the hand of the 
king of Syria, and also into the hand of the 
king of Israel. A huge number of people were 
slain and the king of Israel carried away cap- — 
tive 200,000 women, sons and daughters, and 
much spoil. A prophet of the Lord, however, 


_warned them not to keep the captives. So the 


Israelites took the captives, and with the spoil 
clothed them and brought them to Jericho, and 
then returned to Samaria. 


Ahaz then sent to the king of Assyria to help 
him, for the Edomites had come up and smitten 
Judah. The Philistines also invaded the low 
countries. “The Lord brought Judah low” be- 
cause of Ahaz who had dealt wantonly in Judah 
and trespassed sore against the Lord. The king 
of Assyria, instead of helping, distressed him, 
even though he was a paid ally. (I sometimes 
wonder how many of our “paid allies” will dis- 
tress, instead of help us.) 

In the time of his distress, instead of repent- 
ing and turning to the Lord, he did trespass 


PAGE 11 


id 
a 
4 
| 
4 
7 
| 
a 
4 
= 
tx 
a 
4 
| 
4 


yet more against Jehovah: this is that king Ahaz. 
He sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus .. . 
but they were the ruin of him, and of all Israel. 
He desecrated the vessels of the house of the 
Lord, shutting the door of the Temple, and 
making altars in every corner of Jerusalem. 
He was one of the most wicked of all their 
kings, and was not buried in the sepulchres of 
the kings, although he was buried in Jerusa- 
lem. It was during his reign that the promise 
guoted in Matthew 1:23, concerning the Virgin 
Birth of Jesus, was given. (Isaiah 7:14) 


HII. The Reign of Hezekiah: Chapters 29-30. 
We turn from one of the Worst kings of 
Judah to one of the best. It is an interesting 
fact that we often find a good king followed 
by a wicked son, and then a wicked one fol- 
lowed by a good son. Sometimes this is due 
to the influence of a good mother, or a man 
of God, (in the case of Joash), or both. The 
mother of Hezekiah was Abijah, the daughter 
of Zechariah. This seems to indicate that she 
was a good woman. When a king has an es- 
pecially wicked mother, her name is often given. 
The two exceedingly evil women, Jezebel and 
Athaliah, are given and their terrible influence 
upon their sons. (see II Chron. 22:2) 
Hezekiah’s good reign is summarized in these 
words: “And he did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
David his father had done.” Here is the stan- 
dard by which these kings are measured. There 
are two outstanding deeds which are described 
for us in the chapters for our study, (1) The 
Cleansing of the House of the Lord, and (2) 
The Keeping of the Feast of the Passover. 


1. The Cleansing of the House of the Lord: 
Chapter 29. 7 

He began his work at once: ‘He in the first 
year of his reign, in the first month, opened 
the doors of the house of the Lord, and repaired 
them.” There was no delay. He knew the sad 
condition into which the Temple had fallen 
and he immediately took steps to remedy it. 
One of the best “signs of the times” in which 
we live is the way in which God’s people have 
repaired and remodeled many of the church 
buildings, and have built many new ones. This 
is a good sign, and while it does not necessarily 
mean a spiritual awakening, it points in that 
direction. We live when money is plentiful, and 
it is easy to raise funds for almost any sort of 
project, but when people spend money to repair 
and build houses of worship it does indicate 
that they at least are thinking about God. Beau- 
tiful, attractive, and well-kept church buildings 
are a fine thing. We must guard against pride, 
and the temptation to build merely “for show,” 
or to outdo someone else. 


There was a great deal of “filth” in the House 
of God. This had to be removed. (Jesus had 
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to cleanse the Temple twice during His brief 
ministry). They began on the first day of the 
firs’ month and completed this part of the 
work in eight days. (verse 17) They told the 
king and he and the rulers of the city went up 
to the Temple, bringing sacrifices. This was 
a sin - offering - a reconciliation offering - to 
make atonement for all Israel. Notice how, in 
this, and later in the keeping of the Passover, 
Hezekiah tries to reach, not only Judah, but 
the Northern Kingdom as well. He was only 
partly successful in this effort. There was also 
a service of music: “And the Levites stood with 
the instruments of David, and the priests with 
the trumpets . . . and all the congregation wor- 
shipped, and the singers sang, and the trum- 
peters sounded: and all this continued until the 
burnt offering was finished.” This was followed 
by a tremendous offering of bullocks and lambs 
by the congregation. All the people had a part. 
“And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people.” 
This spiritual revival began with a realization 
of sen and the need for atonement. Revivals 
begin this way. 


2. The Great Passover: Chapter 30. 


The cleansing and sanctifying of the House 
of God suggested to the king the keeping of 
this Feast. It had been entirely neglected dur- 
ing the spiritual depression and apostasy when 
the wicked and half-hearted kings reigned. The 
king and his princes take counsel to keep it in 
the second month. The regular time was the 
“fourteenth day of the first month,” but even 
in the time of Moses provision was made for 
keeping it later, (see Numbers 9:6-11) God is 
always willing to “make allowances,” if there 
is sufficient reason. 


Invitations are sent to all Judah and Israel. 
Some laughed and others mocked, but divers 
came. They killed the Passover, and it was 
eaten, although some were not ready. “But 
Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, the Good 
Lord pardon every one. . . and the Lord heark- 
ened to Hezekiah, and healed the people.” If 
our hearts are right God will overlook much 
that is unseemly in our worship. The result 
was “great joy in Jerusalem.” 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 22 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


My Hungry Brothers Of The World 


Hymn: “Christ For The World We Sing” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-40. 

Hymn: “Where Cross The Crowded Ways of 
Life” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men Of God” 


(Suggestion to Program Chairman: Some 
youth groups have found it helpful to substi- 
tute a course of Bible study for these programs 
at least once during the year. You will probably 
have some well qualified Bible teacher in your 
congregation who would be willing to meet 
with you for three or four successive Sundays 
and teach you some portion of the Bible. The 
Epistles of Paul are ideally suited to this kind 
of course.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Every genuine Christian realizes that there 
is no substitute for the Gospel of Christ. The 
Kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom, and 
it can be entered only by those who accept 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord as He is 
offered to them in the Gospel. (John 3:3.) The 
most pressing need of every person on the face 
of the earth is to hear this Gospel and to believe 
it for himself. ““What is a man profited, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?” Matt. 16:26. We cannot bring in the 
Kingdom of God by improving the living con- 
ditions of the world, but the material help 
which we offer in the name of Christ can be 
used as a means of witnessing to the power 
of the Gospel to save souls. 


When a person is hungry or sick or afraid 
or discouraged it is hard for him to believe in 
a God who loves him and sent His Son to dié 
for his sins. These people often need a visible 
sign of God’s love and concern for them. .We 
who already know the love of God and who 
have received so many rich material blessings 
have an opportunity to give a visible sign to 
those who are sick and starving. Our physical 
ministry to them is a practical way of demon- 
strating the love of God. If they realize that 
Christ’s people love them enough to help them 
in their time of need, they will find it easier 
to believe in this Christ who offers to save them 
from their sins and give them an entrance to 
the Kingdom of God. It is certain that the 
well-fed Christians of the world have not given 
enough thought to this practical way of wit- 
nessing. Our speakers will describe some of 
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the need in the world today and some of the 
opportunities we have of meeting it. 


First SPEAKER: 

The areas of greatest material need are prob- 
ably to be found in Europe and Asia, although 
wherever you go in the world you can find 
poverty and suffering that will wring your 
heart. The problem in Europe and Asia has 
been aggravated by the recent wars and by 
the scourge of communism. For masses of peo- 
ple living standards were low enough at best, 
but now the destructiveness of war and political 
persecution have added immeasurably to their 
misery. Literally millions are crowded into 
refugee camps without food, without homes, 
without work, and without hope. Others are in 
an even worse plight. They roam the streets 
of the cities and: the open countryside in an 
almost animal-like search for something to eat, 
something to wear, and a place of shelter. Is 
it any wonder that morals have sunk to an all- 
time low among these wretched souls? 


The pictures we see in our papers and maga- 
zines prove that this description of their misery 
is not overdrawn. The reports of our service 
men and missionaries serve to confirm what 
we see and read. There can be no doubt that 
these people need help. They need food to keep 
them from starving, they need clothing and 
shelter to keep them warm, they need medicine 
to treat their diseases, and they need provisions 
and encouragement to start a new life. Even 
more than material help they need to know 
that there are those who care for them because 
they are creatures of God and possessors of 
immortal souls. Most of all, they need to know 
the love of God in Christ. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

If we are not touched and troubled by the 
plight of these unfortunate people, there is 
something wrong with us, and we are not being 
true to the Christianity we profess. What can 
we do to help? 


It is good to know that there are some prac- — 
tical avenues of service already laid out. Our 
own church has its Department of Overseas Re- 
lief and Inter-Church Aid which is a part of 
our Board of World Missions. A portion of 
the money that we give to World Missions is 
used to help the needy around the world. The 
special offering which was received in many of 
our churches at Easter was used for this pur- 

. Our government is releasing surplus food 
free of — if the churches will pay for trans- 
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porting it to places of need. Because of this 
offer every dollar we gave was worth twenty 
dollars in the relief of hunger in other lands. 


Through Church World Service, an interde- 
nominational organization, it is possible to send 
used clothing to those who need it. Strong bags 
for shipping used garments may be obtained 
by writing to Church World Service at New 
Windsor, Maryland or 3146 Lucas Ave., St. 
Louis 3, Missouri. Making a collection of used 
clothing is an excellent project for a youth 
group. 

The Christian Rural Overseas Program, or 
CROP as it is popularly called, is another fine 
organization through which Christians can 
share their material possessions with needy peo- 
ple around the world. CROP is concerned main- 
ly with shipping bulk foodstuffs such as small 
grain. CROP has made a fine record in the 
efficient distribution of food in the name of 
the church. Any group interested in a project 
of this kind should write to CROP, 117 W. 
Lexington Ave., Elkhart, Indiana. 


We have read and heard of the programs of 
our government to provide relief for human 
need in other lands, and we can be glad that 
the government is concerned. It has been found, 
however, that gifts from individual Christians 
through some of these church agencies which 
we have named are far more meaningful to the 
people who receive help than are gifts from 
governments. Governments are suspected of hav- 
ing political motives in their giving, but when 
we offer our help as Christians, it is graciously 
received, and we are bearing effective witness 
to the love of God. 


(Discuss with your group the possibility of 
taking on a specific project to relieve the needs 
of suffering, starving people in other lands.) 


Helps for Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, May 15, Genesis 2:4-8. 

Also read 1:26-31 and 2:15-22 for a complete 
description of the creation of man, noticing 
how completely God provided for man’s every 
need. How did He provide for man’s physical 
and economic wants (2:8-9,15-17) ? How did He 
satisty man’s desire for the beautiful (2:9) ? 
How did He meet man’s need for human com- 
panionship (2:18-22)? How did He meet man’s 
longing for fellowship with Creator 
(1:26;3:8) ? God made man like unto Himself 
(1:26). God gave man authority over all of 
His creation (1:26-28). How important man 
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must be to God! How important are you to 
your Creator! How does this passage throw 
light on the foolishness of man’s rebellion 


against God’s plans for him (2:16-17)? What 


do you gain by your rebellion against God's 
plans for you? What do you lose? 


Monday, May 16, Mark 10:6-9. 


What are your reactions to the growing divorce 
rate in America today? Is divorce ever justified? 
Compare your thinking with that of Christ in 
today’s passage. What are the two primary 
reasons Jesus gives for His condemnation of 
divorce (vv.6-9)? When a man and woman are 
joined in marriage, they become one. They are 
no longer two separate individuals who can 
separate at will (vv.6-8). Their union is 
brought about by God; it is impossible for 
man to break what God has joined (v.9). Can 
you name the only two conditions the New 
Testament gives for divorce? (See Matt. 19:9 
and I Corinthians 7:13-15). How _ should 
Christ’s teaching affect the thinking of a Chris- 
tian who is contemplating divorce? marriage? 
Reread the passage to discover just how vital 
God’s connection with marriage is. How real 
is His connection with your marriage? 


Tuesday, May 17, Luke 9:39-52. 


Verses 40 and 52 summarize this period of 
Jesus’ life. How do vv. 41-51 illustrate Jesus’ 
growth in wisdom? the favor of God upon him? 
Could the last twelve years of my life be sum- 
marized by growth in these two areas? Notice 
Mary's lack of wisdom in this particular inci- 
dent (48-51). What ought she to have known 
about her son (1:30-35) ? Notice that even after 
she had returned to Jerusalem, she looked for 


Jesus for three days before she thought of 


going to the temple’ (vv.44-46). Does your 
search for the closeness of Christ ever become 
confused because of your lack of knowledge 
concerning His person and His ways? Are you 
prone to blame Him for your anxiety and 
failure (2:48)? How much are you doing to 
grow in wisdom concerning the Son of God 
(Psalm 119:105; -119:130). 


Wednesday, May 18, Luke 11:1-4. 


What was it that prompted the disciples to 
ask Jesus to teach them to pray (v.1)? Have 
your children or your friends ever been moved 
to ask your help in prayer? Notice Jesus im- 
mediate response to His disciples’ request (v.2) . 
Do you think He is as anxious to teach you 
to pray? How does addressing God as Father 
help us to pray (v.2)? How should the number 
of one and two syllable words in the Lord’s 
Prayer encourage us to pray? Notice that the 
first words of this prayer are words of praise 
(v.2). Which comes first—concern for our own 
affairs or for the affairs of God (vv.2-4)? Of 
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FOR SALE 
SEVERAL MOST DESIRABLE LOTS 
IN BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. 


These will be available to Christians only. 
MRS. THOS. S. SHARP 
Phone 7539 Black Mountain, N. C. 


the requests we are to make for ourselves, is 
more attention given to physical or spiritual 
needs (vv.3-4)? What changes ought I to make 
in my prayer life? 


Thursday, May 19, I Cor. 15:53-58. 


How do vv. 51-54 answer the questions of 
v.55? In what way has Christ wrought victory 
over sin and death for us (v.53)? What is the 
connection between Christ’s victory (v.57) and 
the certainty of our victory (vv.51-54)? (See 
also 15:21-23). In the light of the certainty 
of the Christian’s victory over death, what does 
Paul conclude as to how the Christian should 
behave in this present world (v.58)? Is there 
any room for discouragement in Christ’s work? 
Why (v.58)? What additional assurance does 
Revelation 14:13 give that our work for the 
Lord is not in vain? Do you believe these 
promises enough to find real hope and en- 
couragement in them? 


Friday, May 20, Luke 22:41-44. 


Jesus is in Gethsemane. With what tempta- 
tion was He fighting? Observe the terrible 
struggle that temptation can bring (vv.42-44). 
Real prayer is work. How much struggle is 
there in my prayer life? Have I learned to 
“wrestle’”’ with God (v.44)? Have I ever been 
fatigued as a result of prayer (v.43)? Probably 
the hardest struggle the Christian has is to die 
to self and live only to God (v.42). But notice 
the great fruit that resulted from  Christ’s 
prayer in Gethsemane (John 1:29). Am I will- 
ing to pay the price of earnest prayer that I 
might overcome temptation and bear much 
fruit for God (v.46) ? 


Saturday, May 21, Luke 6:46-49. 


Study the two houses (48-49). How are they 
different? How are they alike? Notice that the 
same storm hit both houses. What caused the 
first to stand (v.48)? What truth is Christ 
trying to teach through this illustration 
(vv.46-47) ? How firm is your foundation? How 
consistently do you keep Christ’s command- 
ments? What is basically wrong with the per- 
-son who does not have the strength to keep 
Christ’s commandments (vv. 43-45)? Does my 
conduct spring from a heart that has been made 
right with God? Do my strivings to live up to 
Christian standards fail because they proceed 
from the energy of the flesh? “Create in me 
a clean heart, O God.” 
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Women’s Work 


Dr. Darby Fulton— 
To The Women of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.<S. 


Dear Friends: 


Through the kindness of the office of 
Women’s Work, I have been given the privi- 
lege of sending you a personal word. 


First of all, I should like to express to you, 
in behalf of our Board and the Japan Mission, 
our appreciation of your decision to make your 
Birthday Gift this year for the Yodogawa Chris- 
tian Hospital which we hope soon to erect in 
the city of Osaka, Japan. You will understand 
my personal enthusiasm when | tell you that 
I was born within twenty miles of the site that 
has been chosen and that the Yodogawa section 
is almost as familiar to me as my own back 
yard. However, beyond this purely private in- 
terest, | am thinking of the tremendous mean- 
ing that the hospital will have for our work in 
Japan, for the relief of human suffering, and 
for the wider concerns of the Kingdom of Christ. 

There is a real and urgent need for this hos- 
pital. The great city of Osaka with a popula- 
tion of more than 3,000,000 is the great indus- 
trial center of Japan, second in importance only 
to the city of Tokyo. The section of the city 
known as Yodogawa is an industrial-residential 
community of something like 170,000 people, 
most of whom are extremely poor. Many of 
them are in no position to afford expensive 
medical treatment. The area was badly bombed 
during the war and has not yet recovered from 
the economic results of the war experience. 
Think of our South, and of how long it has 
taken us to recover from the post-bellum effects 
of the war of 1861-65! Yodogawa desperately 
needs what Christian. charity alone will ever 
give it—a hospital devoted primarily to the re- 
lief of human suffering in the name of Christ, 
not concerned with profits, but dedicated to 
high professional standards and to practical 
community service. 


Of course there are other hospitals in the 
Yodogawa section, but we believe that a Chris- 
tian hospital has something to contribute that 
no purely secular institution can give. There 
is an added premium that it offers with every 
treatment. So it was with our Lord. In all His 
deeds of mercy He was the dispenser of gifts 
surpassing in value what men asked of Him. 
They came desiring to be healed; they went 
away with their sins forgiven. The lame sought 
Him out and returned not only walking and 
leaping but praising God. Blind and groping, 
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a man came to Jesus for healing, and when he 
went away the light of day was in his eyes and 
the Light of the World was in his heart. A 
spiritual and redemptive life was diffused over 
every act and word of Christ. Similarly, our 
Christian hospitals offer a ministry to the human 
heart and soul which ro secular or government 
hospital can duplicate. 


Our missionaries need this hospital. I won- 
der if you realize that for sixty-five years the 
men and women who represent us in Japan 
have been without any immediate medical su- 
pervision or attendance. I remember that when 
my father, a missionary in Japan, suffered a 
cerebral hemorrhage in the town of Okazaki, 
he lay unconscious in a Japanese hospital for 
almost three weeks, with a pallet on the floor 
for his bed. Every possible kindness and atten- 
tion were shown him, but a Japanese hospital 
is not suited to the needs of our missionaries 
who have been accustomed to other modes of 
life. ‘There are no beds. The diet is such as 
to turn the appetite even of the healthy and 
strong, mainly rice gruel in varying degrees 
of consistency suited to the particular condition 
of the patient. While Japanese surgeons have 
been recognized as measuring up well in pro- 
fessional skill, it has been this business of hos- 
pital care that has made it hard on our mis- 
sionaries. The new hospital will be a joy and 


a delight, offering clean and comfortable quar- 


ters, and transforming the days of convalescence 
for our missionaries from a bleak and painful 
experience to one of relaxation in bright and 
happy surroundings. 


The Japan Mission needs the hospital in 
order to round out its program of work. I 
never knew, until I visited China and Korea, 
how greatly our Mission in Japan had been 
handicapped all through the years by the lack 
of medical service. Among an unbelieving peo- 
ple, no aspect of missions works so effectively 
to break down hostility and prejudice and pre- 
pare the way for other forms of work. It affords 
a demonstration of those impulses of Christian 
love and charity which are better expressed by 
deeds of mercy than by words of eloquence and 
persuasion. It provides the “signs and wonders”’ 
to which our Lord referred. Thus, people in 
a hospital are peculiarly responsive to the mes- 
sage and appeal of Christianity. They come 
when they are most open to the Gospel, when 
anxiety has brought them a longing for assur- 
ance, when long hours of pain have thrown 
them in childlike dependence upon others, when 
the fear of death and the proximity of the 
eternal have sobered their hearts and produced 
a longing for some sure word, when in all their 
dire physical and spiritual needs Christ comes 
to them offering His comfort, His sympathy, and 
His full-rounded Salvation. Hundreds of peo- 


PAGE 16 


ple are converted year by year through our 
medical work in foreign lands. 


I have hinted at only a few of the reasons 
why we commend the Yodogawa Christian Hos- 
pital to you for your loyal and enthusiastic sup- 
port. May God bless you in your gift as you 
make your Birthday Offering. May He put it 
into your heart to give sacrificially, so that 
the Great Physician, through His representatives 
in Japan, may move again among the sick and 
suffering of this earth with His healing for the 
body and forgiveness for the soul. 


Sincerely your friend, 
C. Darby Fulton 


THE NEW CHURCH IN LULUABOURG. 
AFRICA—1951 BIRTHDAY GIFT 


(In a letter to Miss Janie McGaughey, Exec- 
utive Secretary of Board of Women’s Work, 
Miss Mary Crawford, missionary in the Congo 
Mission, writes:) 


“For far too long I have been postponing 
until a better day this letter to you about the 
new Church in the larger of the five Centres 
of Luluabourg, the Birthday Offering (1951) 
Church, you know. 


“The beautiful new building was completed 
the first of November, and the keys turned 
over to us by the Italian builder who con- 
structed it, just before we were all to leave 
for Mission Meeting at Lake Munkamba. It 
was decided to have the dedication service as 
soon after our return as possible. Mission Meet- 
ing closed on Thanksgiving Day, and _ plans 
were immediately made to dedicate the Church 
on December 5th. The choir began prepara- 
tion of special music, and were so eager to 
sing Dr. Wharton’s translation of ‘The 
Church’s One Foundation’, but we had to for- 
bid its use in the Belgian Congo, for ‘Aurelia’ 
is the German national anthem! The Belgians 
resent our using it. The Women of the 
Church with the lady missionaries set to work 
to clean the building. The cement floors had 
to be scraped of loose cement that had dropped 
and hardened, then they had to be scrubbed 
several times to get them clean enough to see 
the faint red color which had been added to 
the cement when the floors were laid. The 
pulpit desk and chairs and communion table 
from the old, smaller church, which is open 
on all sides from head level up, had to be 
sand-papered and _ revarnished because they 
were so weather-worn. Putty had been smeared 
on all the window panes, and this had to be 
scraped off with razor blades and then the 
windows washed—120 panes to clean besides 
the four double doors and the one quadruple 
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You all should have heard the singing 


door. 
as the women and young people worked at 
these tasks. The congregation is furnishing the 
building, and there were not enough pews 
for the number of people we knew would be 
coming, but there wasn’t anything we could 


do about it. As the money comes in pews 
are made. The new pulpit desk and _ chairs 
and communion table and chairs are now 
ready, although they were not for the dedica- 
tion service. 


“We prayed for clear weather for that Sun- 
day, and it dawned gloriously clear and cool. 
Long before the hour for the service the Church 
was overflowing. Places had been reserved for 
the governor and secretary of the province, the 
commissaire of the district, the administrators 
of the Centres, visiting Belgian Protestants, 
missionaries from other stations, and_ several 
Americans who are here on special projects 
with the colonial government. The _ builder, 
although a Romanist, and his family attended 
the service, too. 


“In spite of babies who cried (we were 
packed like sardines in the Church, and I 
didn’t blame them) and the murmurings from 
those without children over the crying babies, 
it waS a very impressive service. Dr. V. A. 
Anderson preached the sermon, the dedication 
questions were put by one of the African pas- 
tors, others led in prayer, and Mr. Plumer 
Smith from Mutoto prayed the _ dedicatory 
prayer in Tshiluba, and M. J]. Quenon, head 
Protestant chaplain in the Congo army, who 
was visiting here at the time, prayed in French. 
We have a hymn, set to the tune of ‘Angels 
from the Realms of Glory,’ especially written 
for the dedication of churches, which all sang 
together. It was a glorious sound. The whole 
service closed with the usual singing of an 
arrangement of the Lord’s Prayer to ‘Hear Our 
Prayer, O Lord’ by the whole congregation. 
I never cease to thrill at their singing of this, 
beginning softly, and gradually swelling out 
like a great organ, all four voice parts being 
sung, and ending with a wonderfully trium- 
phant three-fold Amen. 


“The following Sunday the smaller chapel 
at the Centre of Tshimbi was dedicated, with 
the same service except for different partici- 
pants. Dr. Anderson preached again, using the 
same theme ‘Bethel - House of God.’ 


“As I sat in the midst of those great con- 
gregations the full meaning of the Gospel and 
of the Church flooded over me again, as it 
does so often when I worship with them. Here 
in the city it is the Church that binds the 
people together, not their tribes nor their clans 
nor their ancient customs, as is the case in 
the villages and in the Mission Station 
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Churches, too. These people come from many, 
many tribes, and some from other languages, 
and from many primitive cultures, but they 


are one in Christ Jesus.” 
Mary B. Crawford 


To Edinburgh 


Milledgeville, Ga. — The Rev. J. Frank Al- 
exander, Jr., pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Milledgeville, Ga., sailed April for a 
two-month stay in Scotland. The Rev. Mr. Al- 
exander is returning to the University of Edin- 
burgh to complete his work for a Ph. D. degree. 
Mrs. Alexander accompanied her husband to 
Edinburgh. 7 


Synod of Mississippi 


The Synod of Mississippi will meet at Bel- 
haven College, Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, June 
28, 1953, 7:38 P. M. 

R. E. Hough, Stated Clerk 


Stated Clerks Meeting 


The Stated Clerks meeting will be held at 
Montreat, N. C., on August 11 and 12. All the 
stated clerks of our general assembly will not 
want to miss this very informative and impor- 
tant meeting. The Dues to belong to the Stated 
Clerks Association is one dollar and to become 
a member of the travel pool your presbytery 
just pays cne half cent for each communicant 
member of your presbytery. The stated clerks 
of the Synods are to figure their share to the 
travel pool on the basis of the average presbytery 
of their Synods. Please send your dollar for 
dues and your check for the travel pool to: 
Rev. Paul W. Chapin, Treasurer of the Stated 
Clerks Association, 9601 Wilson Road, K. C. 
Mo. 22. 


HONOR OSWALD SMITH 
ON 25th ANNIVERSARY 


Toronto, Ont. — Dr. Oswald J. Smith cele- 
brated his twenty-fifth anniversary as pastor of 
The Peoples Church, on March 27. 


Dr. Smith founded The Peoples Church in 
1930 and from that day to this it has progressed 
in an unusual manner. The auditorium seats 
1,700 people comfortably and every Sunday 
night it is packed to capacity. The greatest 
problem of The Peoples Church is accommoda- 
tion for the crowds. 


During the past twenty-five years Dr. Smith 
has emphasized two things, primarily—evange- 
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lism and worldwide missions. Every year a num- 
ber of special evangelistic campaigns are con- 
ducted by the world’s most outstanding preach- 
ers. Almost all of the best known evangelists 
of the world have preached from the pulpit of 
The Peoples Church, including such men as 
Gypsy Smith, Billy Graham, R. G. LeTourneau, 
Harold Ockenga, General Sir Arthur Smith, 
Alan Redpath, Graham Scroggie, and Paul 
Rader, and literally scores of others. 


The Peoples Church is known around the 
world primarily for its missionary work. In the 
past twenty-five years the congregation has con- 
tributed $2,754,000 toward the missionary en- 
terprise and now provides the “personal” sup- 
port of 365 full-time missionaries on forty dif- 
ferent fields of the world. In 1954 the missionary 
giving of the 3,000 adherents of The Peoples 
Church amounted to $280,423. During the same 
year the local operating budget of the Church 
was $39,000.00. The total income for all pur- 
poses during the past twenty-five years has been 
$3,562,000. 


Dedication Young People’s Building 


Memphis, Tenn. — A Young People’s build- 
ing, recently completed by Highland Heights 
Presbyterian Church in Memphis, was dedicated 
at special services April 3. The new, two-story, 
brick structure was dedicated in memory of the 
late Mrs. Turney B. Roddy, wife of the pastor 
and Stated Clerk of Memphis Presbytery. 

Mrs. Roddy was one of the first teachers in 
the church’s Sunday School. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 


Maxton, N. C. — Commencement speakers 
at Presbyterian Junior College are announced 
as: Dr. James Appleby, Director of Field Work 
and Evangelism of Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Virginia; and Mr. Edwin A. West, 
‘Superintendent of City Schools, Washington, 
N. C. The commencement services will be held 
Sunday, May 29, at eleven o'clock in the college 
chapel, and graduating exercises will be on Mon- 
day, May 30, at eleven o'clock. A special feature 
of commencement will be the unveiling of a 
plaque and an oil painting in honor of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Robert S. Arrowood, founders of Elise 
Academy, which will take place at 2:30 on Sun- 
day afternoon. 


Homecoming Day at Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege was well attended by alumni from North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. The 
annual Alumni Association meeting, presided 
over by James Dalrymple of Laurinburg, Class 
of 1933, elected Glenwood Smith, Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, class of 1935; Murphy McGirt, Maxton, 
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class of 1933; and Julian Pruden Gravely, South 
Boston, Virginia, class of 1950, as alumni trus- 
tees. Officers of the Alumni Association elected 
for the new year are: Julian Pruden Gravely, 
South Boston, Virginia, class of 1950, President; 


Thomas Lewis Maston, Elizabeth City, class of 


1948, vice-president; Miss Ann McKinnon, Max- 
ton, class of 1942, secretary-treasurer. 


Honoring an Octogenarian Elder 


Richmond, Va.—Members of the Men’s Bible : 


Class of Ginter Park Church in Richmond, at 


one of their recent class meetings, picked up 
their chairs and walked across the street to | 


the home of a member, R. Whitfield Roberts, 
and held their Sunday class there instead. 


The surprise visit to the home of Mr. Rob- | 


erts, 87-year-old elder of the Church, was a be- 
lated observance of his March 31 birthday. 


He still attends church services at Ginter 
Park, where since 1914 he has been active in | 
all phases of the work and is known as the | 
“dean” of the Session. Until recently, Mr. Rob- | 
erts acted as moderator of the Session in the | 


minister’s absence. 


Four Presbyteries in Synod of Virginia 
To Conduct Financial Campaigns 
for Home for Aging 


Plans have been perfected and organizations 
set up for conducting a special financial cam- 
paign for the Building Fund of Sunnyside Pres- 
byterian Home in the Presbyteries of Lexington, 
Montgomery, Roanoke and West Hanover, 


Synod of Virginia. Most of these campaigns will | 


be carried on during the first two weeks in 
May, many of them calling-for special emphasis 
on Sunday, May 8th, Mother’s Day or Christian 
Family Sunday. The general chairmen of the 


campaign committee in each Presbytery are as ; 


follows: Lexington—The Reverend Richard R. 
Potter, D. D., of Staunton, Va. Montgomery— 
Mr. J. W. Rhodes of Roanoke, Va. Roanoke— 
Mr. Royster Lyle of Danville, Va., and West 


Hanover, the Reverend James R. Kennedy of | 


Farmville, Va. 


Under the general slogan, ‘“‘Let’s Finish the 
Job—Now!” these campaigns are aimed at the 
raising of sufficient funds to complete Sunny- 
side Presbyterian Home, the new home for the 
aging in the Synod of Virginia, construction of 
which began on February 3, 1954. The home 
is located at Massanetta Springs, adjacent to 
the grounds of the famous Massanetta Springs 
Bible Conference Encampment. 

Plans are being laid to project like campaigns 
in the remaining four presbyteries of the Synod. 
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Mississippi Presbyterian Appointed 
Chaplain New Air Force 


Academy at Denver 


Atlanta, Ga. — Colonel John Stuart Bennett, 
a Southern Presbyterian minister and chaplain 


in the U. S. Air Force, has been named to one 


of the most responsible assignments and dis- 
tinctive honors in the United States Air Force. 
He has been appointed chaplain for the new 
Air Force Academy at Denver, Colorado, serv- 
ing as the Academy’s first Protestant chaplain. 
A Roman Catholic, Colonel Constantine E. 
Zielinski, a member of Order of Friars Minor 
Conventual, and now stationed at Wiesbaden, 
Germany, was selected to serve as the Catholic 
chaplain for the new school. 


The two first chaplains of the “West Point of 
the Air” will greet their initial class of cadets 
at the Academy this July. | 


Colonel Bennett at present is serving as senior 
chaplain for the Northeast Air Command with 
headquarters in Newfoundland. 


He is a native of Louisville, Miss.; attended 
El] Dorado Junior College in Arkansas; received 
his B.A. degree from Arkansas College in 1936; 
and the B.D. degree from Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, in 1939, and was ordained 
the same year by Albemarle Presbytery. After 
two years pastoral service at Ahoskie, N. C., 
the Presbyterian minister entered the military 
chaplaincy in 1941 and held his first assignment 
at the Air Base in Baton Rouge, La. Chaplain 
Bennett holds the bronze star for gallantry dur- 
ing World War II, and in 1948 was promoted 
to the rank of colonel in the Air Force Chap- 
lains Corps. 


For one year Colonel Bennett was stationed 
at the Chief Assignments and Records Head- 
quarters in Washington and later served on the 
Staff of Pacific Ocean Areas and on the Stra- 
tegic Air Forces Staff. 


After World War II he returned to a local 
pastorate at the Little Brick Presbyterian Church 
in Knoxville, Tenn., for two years before going 
back into the Air Force Chaplaincy in 1948. 


Chaplain Bennett married Miss _ Estelle 
Demeke of St. Louis, Mo., in 1941. The couple 
have two children, David Stuart and Patricia 
Adair. 


The Bennett family expects to return to the 
United States sometime in late June. 


MONTGOMERY PRESBYTERY 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 236th Stat- 
ed Session in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Roanoke, Virginia, on April 26, 1955. 


MAY 11, 1955 


Rev. J. E. Richards was elected Moderator. 
Ruling Elder Everett L. Repass was nominated 
to be Moderator of the 237th Stated Meeting 
to be held in the Presbyterian Church of Chris- 
tiansburg, Virginia, on Tuesday, July 26, 1955. 
Rev. E. W. Smith was elected Stated Clerk for 
a period of three years. The pastoral relation 
between the Altavista Presbyterian Church and 
the Rev. W. B. Young was dissolved that he 
may become a Chaplain in the U. S. Air Force. 
Candidate Paul L. Hanks was dismissed to Pee 
Dee Presbytery that he may accept work there. 
Candidate Bryan Childress was dismissed to 
Abingdon Presbytery that he may work there. 
Presbytery’s vote upon the categorical question 
“Shall the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
of America, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
and the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America be united to form the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States?” was 59 “for” 
and 59 “against’”—a tie vote, neither approving 
nor disapproving of the union. The vote was 
taken by secret ballot. Rev. B. F. Sperow was 
permitted to accept the call of the First Church 
of Narrows to serve that churehr for-another year 
beginning September 1, 1955. E. W. Smith 


CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met 
in Spring session in the Fondren Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson on Thursday, April 21. Dr. 
Charles McCain preached the retiring Mod- 
erator’s sermon on the subject: ““The Christian’s 
Great Expectations.” The Rev. Tom Johnston 
of Vaiden was elected Moderator and the Rev. 
Clinton Baker was elected Permanent Clerk. Mr. 
Dallas Vandevere (ruling elder) of Jackson 
was elected Vice-Moderator. Rev. Dwyn Moun- 


- ger resigned as Stated Clerk and his successor 


will be elected at a later meeting. 


The Rev. Thomas McDill (a Theological 
Seminary professor) and Dr. R. McFerran 
Crowe were received from Atlanta Presbytery. 
Dr. Crowe is serving as President of Belhaven 
College. Rev. David Parks was received from 
Athens (Ga.) Presbytery and will serve as As- 
sistant Pastor in the First Church of Jackson. 
Rev. Marsh Calloway was received from North 
Mississippi Presbytery and a Commission was 
appointed to install him as pastor at Durant. 
Mr. John Russ, a licentiate, was approved as 
a candidate for ordination and a commission 
was appointed to ordain and install him as pas- 
tor in the Weir group of churches. Candidate 
for the ministry James Newsome of Jackson was 
dismissed to Atlanta Presbytery. 


Unique in the history of the Presbytery was 
that the Presbytery at one meeting received 
petitions from three groups of people asking 
that they be organized as new Presbyterian con- 
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